TORNADOES TRIUMPH AT THE DORSET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Over the two weekends of the 9/10 and 16/17 February 38 swimmers represented the Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club at the Dorset County Championships held at the Littledown Pool, Bournemouth, under the watchful eye of new Head Coach, Ed Stevens.  Ed is no stranger to the County Championships having taken many medals and setting many club records here so he knew how the swimmers were feeling on the day knowing that the hours of training they have been putting in over the past weeks would hopefully reap benefits in their times.  

For the younger swimmers of the Club this was the first time they had competed in the Championships but this did not appear to phase them as they gave their all to achieve new personal best times. With the mid to older age groups producing some fantastic results, once again 12- year old Tom Mules outclassed his rivals achieving 8 Western County and 6 National Qualifying Times, also being one of the youngest of the eight swimmers making the 200 M Butterfly Open Age Group Final where he swam his way to 4th place.

Between them, Mules and his fellow swimmers managed to amass a staggering 108 personal best times and 51 Western Qualifying Times.  The following swimmers also achieving Western County Qualifying Times (individual totals in brackets):

Connor Aitken (7), Niall Laming (6), Jazmine Hepburn (6), Georgia Eiles-Clarke (5), Natasha Cain (4), Rebecca Beal (3), Gemma Taylor (3), Tom Crew (3), Jo Puckett (2),

Laura Newsam (2), Tom John (1), Lauren Podger (1), Paul Higgs (1), Hope Stanger (1), 

Also the following Tornadoes swimmers broke Age Group Championship Best Times:

Emma Craft, Sophie Dawe, Tom Crew, Connor Aitken and Tom Mules.

One of ten clubs competing, the Tornadoes showed they are still a force to be reckoned with, currently standing in 3rd position with one more weekend to go when more swimmers of the Club will take to the blocks in the Dorset County Championship Sprint events.

Stevens commented “I am extremely please with the results at this Years Counties, throughout the whole weekend the swimmers demonstrated a superb attitude, supporting each other and showing that they can compete with the best.  With 51 Western County Qualifying Times, the Tornadoes are on their way back to their best”

If you are interested in swimming with the Tornadoes of South Dorset please contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary – 01305 814105 or go to www.tornadoesuk.co.uk for further information
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(Left photo)





Tom Mules – once again on track for the National Competitions to be held in Sheffield in July
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Tornadoes swimmers who took part in the recent Dorset County Championship take time out from training for the photo shoot





Age Group Gold Medal Winners


 


(Back row from left to right) 


Jo Puckett, Tom Mules, Niall Laming, Tom John, Paul Higgs





(Front row left to right)


Connor Aitken, Georgia E-C, Lloyd Briggs)








