SPRINTING TO SUCCESS

Following on from their success at the Dorset County Championships in February, the Tornadoes travelled to the Littledown Pool, Bournemouth, in mid March to compete in the Sprints element of the Championships once again they were under the watchful eye of Head Coach, Ed Stevens.  

The sprints consist of 50 m events in Freestyle, Backstroke, Butterfly, Breaststroke and the 100 M Individual Medley.  More of the younger swimmers of the Club qualified for these events through the in-house Trophy Gala Events, which are held every year at the Club.  For these swimmers it was their first time swimming at Littledown but this did not faze them with many achieving personal best times.

In the Girls 9 year age group the young Tornado swimmers swept the board in the 50 M Butterfly with Zoe Gowers taking 1st place, Lucy Goode 2nd place, Chloe Wakely 7th place and Jessica Lelliot 8th place.

Jazmine Hepburn also set a new Age Group Championship Best Time in the 10 year old Age Group for the Girls 50 M Breaststroke.

Once again 12 year old Tom Mules outclassed his rivals setting new Age Group Championship Best Times in the Boys 50 M Butterfly and Boys 50 M Freestyle.  Mules is well on his way to achieving success again at the National Championships which will be held in July at the Ponds Forge Swimming Pool in Sheffield.

In the 14/15 year age group Jo Puckett achieved two Western Qualifying Times in the 50 M Freestyle and 50 M Backstroke whilst in the 15/16 Age Group, Tom Crew swam his way to a Western Time Qualifying Time in the Boys 50 M Backstroke.

OVERALL POINTS AND FINAL RANKINGS FOR THE TORNADOES SWIMMERS AS FOLLOWS:
	
	BOYS
	GIRLS

	9 YEAR AGE GROUP
	13th James Mules        (281)

31st Tristan Purnell      (64)
	1st Zoe Gowers    (998)

2nd Lucy Goode   (959)

10th Chloe Wakely (505)

12th Jessica Lelliot  (422)

16th Emily Gover     (330)

38th Leanne Holmes (119)

41st Samantha Dunning (93) 

	10 YEAR AGE GROUP
	12th Tom Longshaw   (654)

23rd Curtis Purnell (295)
	1st Jazmine Hepburn  (1861)

3rd Ellie Harvey     (1615)

6th Hope Stanger    (1282)

14th Jorgie Luke     (682)

	11 YEAR AGE GROUP
	2nd Connor Aitken (1513)

14th Harry Davidge (836)

16th Jordan Davie    (726)

24th Liam Purnell     (389)
	2nd Georgia Eile-Clarke (2686)

13th Amelia Stout  (1816)

	12 YEAR AGE GROUP
	2nd Tom Mules (3096)

3rd Tom John    (2456)
	4th Rebecca Beale (2701)

6th Natasha Cain (2694)

13th Emily Smith (2191)

15th Emma Craft (2139)

16th Sophie Dawe (1858)

34th Katy Robinson (649)

35th Rachel Wakely (599)

	13 YEAR AGE GROUP
	5th Paul Higgs (2120)

8th Chris Perham (1924)

12th Marcus Crew (1749)

18th Jay Lelliot (778)
	13th Farron Aitken (2372)

	14 YEAR AGE GROUP 
	4th Lloyd Briggs (2078)
	


The Tornadoes were one of ten clubs competing and finished in 3 rd position overall with a points total of 1231.

Head Coach, Ed Stevens commented, “I am extremely happy with the swimmers, they were great and performed brilliantly well”

If you are interested in swimming with the Tornadoes of South Dorset please contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary – 01305 814105 or go to www.tornadoesuk.co.uk for further information
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A selection of swimmers who took part in the recent Dorset County Sprint Championships, Bournemouth








