Tornadoes of South Dorset - Dorset County Championship 2007 (blocks 1&2 – Feb)
Tornadoes swimmers entered 247 races with 148 of those returning personal best times. This showed a massive 60% had swum at their peak and beyond… probably the most significant achievement for the club and the individual swimmers regardless of all the medals won. The following competitors achieved pb’s in 5 or more events:- Tom Mules, Natasha Cain, Tom Crew, Sophie Dawe (10); Gemma Taylor (9); Rebecca Beal, Paul Higgs (7); Laura Chitty, Marcus Crew (6), Thomas John (5)
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5 swimmers put their names in the county records books, with an unprecedented 10 County Championship Best Times recorded by Tornadoes in this years championships:- Jasmine Hepburn (200 brst&bck – 9yrs), Connor Aitken (200 & 400 free – 10yrs), Tom Mules (100&200 fly, 400IM – 11 yrs), Thomas John (100&200 brst – 11yrs), Laura Newsam (200 fly – 13yrs). Another 3 achieved ‘Tornadoes’ club records:-  15yrs - Tom Crew (3), 16yrs - Niall laming (1), 11yrs - Tom Mules (4).
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Tom Mules (200 fly), Tom Crew (200m Free) and Laura Newsam (100&200 fly) secured their places at the National championships, with NQT’s during impressive swims at the championships. This will be 2nd time at the Nationals for Tom Crew, and a hat-trick in successive years for Laura. Tom Mules smashed the NQT by 3 secs in the heats, not content with this he lowered his time by a further 3 secs in the championship final, later that night. He is now due to make his debut at the Sheffield International pool in July.
Several other Tornadoes will be hoping to add to that list after achieving SW Region championship QT’s.  Over 50 SWRQT’s have been swum already, with more likely after the next few weeks of open meets. Swimming at this level means many of the swimmers are now ‘knocking at the door’ of the National Championships. 
Overall the South Dorset club has, so far, won 31 gold, 37 silver and 38 bronze medals, 106 age group medals in total. This places them 3rd in the Dorset clubs medal table, behind Ferndown and Bournemouth. Many swimmers won county medals for the first time, with some ending the competition ‘weighed down’ by their success.
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Tornadoes also now boast the Junior and Senior County Champion, Laura Newsam, for 200m fly; along with 12 other Junior (15&U) and Senior championship medallists (1st-3rd) :- Niall Laming (Sen. 2nd 200 brst, 3rd 200fly/100 brst), Josh Eiles-Clarke (Sen. 2nd 100 free, 3rd 100 fly), Laura Newsam (2nd Jun. 3rd Sen.100 fly, 100 bck 3rd Jun.), Tom Crew (100 bck 2nd jun. 3rd Sen., 200 bck 2nd jun.), Joanna Puckett (2nd 100 bck Jun.), and Lauren Podger (Jun. 200m brst 3rd).
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The Men’s relay team easily beat Poole and Christchurch to claim the County shield for the 3rd year running. Josh, James, Niall and Tom cruised to victory despite several of them only having just swum a few minutes earlier in individual events. A very junior ladies team held on to a respectable second place in their event.
Tornadoes now have a month to prepare before the 3rd block of the Counties, in the Sprints Section.

Club coaches Chris Coleman and Ed Stevens, were delighted with each and every one of the club’s swimmers. They are now looking forward to the next challenge, in late March.

Anyone wishing to join Tornadoes should check out their web site… www.Tornadoesuk.co.uk.
The Club cater for absolute beginners’ right through to National competition standard. There are also fitness, masters, diving and biathlon sections, within the club structure.
