Young County Swimming Stars put up a brave fight

SURVIVAL in Division One of the National County Team Championships proved a step too far for a Dorset team missing seven first choice swimmers.

The county youth team - promoted last year - put on a brave fight against star-studded opponents who included British record-holders, world youth medallist and many other internationals.

At the end of the 31-event programme in Sheffield, Dorset were 20th and last; and will be back in Division Two next year, along with Nottinghamshire, Scotland West and Essex, who are also relegated.

Dorset team organiser Jill Beard said: "The team battled with pride and determination to stay in the top division but, against this level of competition, points were hard to come by.

"Many of our team were in the younger half of the two-year age bands but out of 24 individual swims they managed a fantastic 12 personal best times with another seven within 100ths of a second of their PBs.

"Next year, if a full team is available, Dorset should easily return to Division One."

Many local swimmers from Tornadoes, West Dorset and Weymouth swimming clubs represented Dorset County in this prestige event, held at the end of October.
Highest placed was Tom Crew (Tornadoes), who excellent to finish 12th in the 14-15yrs 100m back in a pb time of 1.02.96. His club team mates battled hard to keep Dorset in the gala. Lauren Podger (100 brst 14/15) was 16th, Joanna Puckett (100bck 14/15) 17th, and James Baker (100free 16/17) 19th, most in personal best times. These swimmers also completed well in the medley relay races:- James 50m free, Lauren 50m brst, with Joanna and Tom both 50m bck.

For the West Dorset club Carl Hornyak in the 100m bst (14/15) and Ryan Knott the 100m fly (12/13) both boys battled hard to finishing 20th. They also had good relay swims, along with fellow club member Matt Hallett (14/15) 50m fly.
Weymouth Swimmer Jenny Galloway produced a season’s best in the 100m brst (16/17) to come in 19th. She also swam hard in the medley relay; along with colleague Rebecca Man, 50m free (12/13).

Team Coach Janet Hewitt was very pleased with a battling performance, set against the odds, from each and every member of the team. 

Result: 1 Lancashire 525, 2 Northumberland & Durham 496, 3 Yorkshire 439, 4 Scotland East 391, 5= South Wales 383, 5= Hertfordshire 383, 7 Middlesex 378, 8 Suffolk 333, 9 Berks & S Bucks 324, 10 Kent 317, 11 Cheshire 300, 12 Sussex 290, 13 Derbyshire 280, 14 Somerset 271, 15 Hampshire 270, 16 Surrey 265, 17 Nottinghamshire 253, 18 Scotland West 234, 19 Essex 202, 20 Dorset 179.
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