A ‘Reflection’ of the swimming year 2006/07

This is based on results and reports that can currently be viewed on the Clubs’ website but to which some people may not have access to. This report has not been written with the knowledge of the previous Head Coach.

I would like to start with Trophy Gala last year which was very competitive and is an important part of the Club’s swimming calendar. There were 301 PB’s, and 29 Club records were broken. I would like to give thanks to those who organised and those who supported the event. (It says here Rapturous applause!). Trophy night was a great social event for both swimmers and parents. If anyone has any suggestions for the venue for this year’s Trophy Night please let a member of the Committee know.

Swimarathon

Last year the Club chose to support a local charity, Julia’s House which is a hospice that provides care to terminally ill children in Dorset. These may be children with Cancer or who have any other terminal illness. The Club chose Julia’s House because of it being a Children’s charity and also being local. This event has been an annual event in the past raising money for Cancer in memory of one of our own club members and also to assist the Lions in their efforts to raise money. Last year close to £1000 was raised and a cheque was presented to Julia’s House. The event also raises money for the Club fundraising account. Many of the swimmers took part from yellow hats up to the National squad; there was even a parent’s team, with everyone doing their bit. Well done for your sterling efforts for such a worthwhile cause.

Speedo League

December 06 was the final round of the Speedo League, Western Division, Premier League. The previous 2 rounds had been very difficult swimming against top clubs in the area and we now found ourselves facing the prospect of relegation. Most of us were aware of a mysterious unauthorised article in the local press that cast doubt on the ability of our swimmers and our Club to remain in the “Premiership”. Whether the article had an effect on us is difficult to say but the swimmers, if they were aware of it, were not going to be put down so easily.

As we were the host Club at Bridport L.C., we and our band of loyal supporters went to Bridport and put on a great event. Even with a depleted squad due to injury and illness we finished in 1st place. The victory moved us to 14th out of 18 and meant that the Club maintained its’ Premiership status. Well done to all the swimmers (more rapturous applause!) the skills work!

Dragon Open Meet, Swansea Jan 07

This was a new event for the Club and part of the new Competition strategy and Gala calendar. Most Tornadoes either matched or bettered their PB’s, despite having just got over Christmas and all the Turkey trimmings! The event was an alternative to the Avalon Open Meet and gave the swimmers a chance to swim in a different pool against an unknown opposition. It was a very enjoyable and social event and even the parents had a good time, please see me afterwards for the finer details.

Those who attended the Avalon meet also had a good meet because it gave many of our junior squad swimmers their first experience of an Open Meet and was good experience prior to the County Championships.

Feb 07 Dorset County Championships

The Tornadoes entered 247races and the swimmers returned 148 PB’s, and over 50 SWQT’s and 5 swimmers recorded an unprecedented 11 County Championship best times. The medal tally was Gold 31, Silver 37, and Bronze 38.

March DCC

The Tornadoes entered 163 races with 90 PB’s and a medal tally of Gold 15, Silver 18, and Bronze 19.

Another 4 swimmers recorded 4 County Championship best times and there were 3 more SWQT’s. Many of the swimmers achieved placings in the BAGCAT awards, congratulations to them.

The Club final position in the Championship was 3rd behind Ferndown 2nd and Bournemouth 1st. 
May 07

South Western Regional Championships – 7 swimmers, 29 events and 11 finals. There were 23 top 3 placings for Dorset swimmers and TTSD were only beaten by Ferndown or Bournemouth. The relay Sprint Championships saw both boys and girls 9-10yr teams reach the finals of medley and freestyle – the girls achieved Bronze in the Freestyle. Boy’s 11-12yr old teams were also finalists and achieved Gold in the Medley.

The team was somewhat depleted due to a clash with the National Biathlon in Norwich. Some younger swimmers had to swim up and for many it was their first time at Millfield which for some is a daunting experience, and for others it was their first time representing the Club. 

B’mouth Dolphin Open Meet

Thirteen swimmers took part and gained 39 PB’s and 11 medals – 1Gold, 7 Silver and 3 Bronze.

June 07

SWR Age groups – 8 swimmers took part aged 10 – 14yrs and achieved a 9th position overall with 12 medals and 25 PB’s. There were also some good results at the Regional Sprints at Gloucester.

July 07

Dorset County Development Meet – 13 swimmers took part and was a good opportunity for those who had not been to the Regional’s to continue to compete. It was a good meet and 54 PB’s were gained with a medal tally of 11 Gold, 5 Silver and 13 Bronze.

Tiverton Open Meet – 8 swimmers took part and achieved 13 PB’s.

Plymouth Open Meet – a separate report will be given from the swimmers perspective. 

Chairman’s Challenge

This annual event took place 15th July, and involved swimmers of all ages from yellow hats to National squad. Essentially this was a fun day and saw “the hats swimming relays with floats and our more experienced swimmers offering support and encouragement to their teams. The coaches entered into the spirit of the day and took part in the fancy dress race donning silly hats, T-shirts, socks, and swam with a “rose” in the mouth exchanged for a plastic spoon! Many of the swimmers and parents had rides on the Party Fire Engine. After the events of the day everyone enjoyed a BBQ. Looking forward to next years challenge!   

July 2007 Nationals

This year we saw 3 swimmers achieve NQT’s – Tom Crew, Laura Newsam and Tom Mules, between them they had 12 Qualifying times.

Laura attended her 3rd consecutive Nationals qualifying for 3 events and achieving 2 finals. She gained 2 PB’s and 2 Club records.

Tom Crew attended his 2nd Nationals and qualified for 3 events and achieved 2 PB’s and 1 Club record.

Tom Mules qualified for 6 events achieved 6 finals, 2 Silver medals and 1 Bronze, 2x 5th place and 1x6th position. He gained 3rd overall as an 11yr old in the Country. He also achieved 6 PB’s which is incredible at National level and 6 Club records.

Everyone at the Club is proud of these swimmers achievements and indeed the achievements of all swimmers during the past year.

I would now like to say to the swimmers well done in what ever squad or teaching group you may be in. Look forward to the coming swimming calendar, work hard, listen to your coaches, teachers and poolside assistants and let’s build further on the Clubs’ successes.

I commend this reflection to the AGM.

Peter Goode.

