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TORNADOES OF SOUTH DORSET

THE HUNTS CUP 2009

SATURDAY 9TH MAY 2009

ROSSMORE LEISURE CENTRE

Tornadoes took a team of 25 swimmers to compete in this B Grade gala against Bournemouth Dolphins and Bridport Barracudas, while hosts Poole entered A and B teams and an international element was added by visiting French team Octeville Natation. 

The evening started with the boys and girls cannon relays and with Charlie Samouelle and Thomas Davidge missing through injury young Richard Plummer was called upon to join the boys team.  He put in a solid performance in a tough race that saw the team placed 5th.  The girls team fared better with a 3rd place in their event.  The first set of individual events saw brother and sister Connor and Farron Aitken both taking 3rd place in their respective 100m Freestyle events.  In the 13 and under age group Solo Dawe swam brilliantly winning both the 50m Backstroke and Butterfly events.  Team Captain Tom Cain and Asia Westwood both secured 3rd place finishes in Open 100m Freestyle.  Natasha Cain won the 15 & under 100m Backstroke race and Chris Perham finished 2nd in the boys event to put Tornadoes in third place overall.

Further individual first place swims came from Lucy Good in the 11 and under 50m Backstroke, Connor Aitken in the 13 and under 50m Butterfly, Jorgi Luke in the 11 and under 50m Butterfly and Tom Cain in the Open 100m Breaststroke.

It was definitely the girls night in the freestyle relays with impressive performances to secure 1st place from the 11 and under team of Jorgi Luke, Rebekah Dashwood, Starr Sams and Lucy Goode, the 13 and under team comprising Georgia Eiles-Clarke, Abigail Owens, Solo Dawe and Ellie Harvey.  Not to be outdone the 15 and under freestyle team also won their event this being of particular note as two of the 13 and under team, Georgia Eiles-Clarke and Ellie Harvey also featured in this race along with Farron Aitken and Natasha Cain.

Going into the final set of relays Poole A had opened up a solid lead in first place but Tornadoes and Octeville Natation were in joint 2nd.  With it all to swim for the 15 and under boys medley relay swimmers, Jay Lelliott, Jordan Davie, Connor Aitken and Chris Perham secured 2nd place.  In the 15 and under girls medley the quartet that had won the freestyle again secured a 1st place finish.  The final event of the evening was the mixed cannon with 1 boy and 1 girls from each age group.  The team of Lucy Goode, James Mules, Ellie Harvey, Connor Aitken, Georgia Eiles-Clarke, Chris Perham, Asia Westwood and Tom Cain gave it their all in the pool, as did the rest of the team cheering from the poolside, to finish the race in 2nd place.  Final position for Tornadoes was third overall, just 4 points behind Octeville Natation.

	1st
	Poole Swimming Club A
	243

	2nd
	Octeville Natation
	205

	3rd
	Tornadoes of South Dorset
	201

	4th
	Bournemouth Dolphins
	185

	5th
	Bridport Barracudas
	116

	6th
	Poole Swimming Club B
	79


Team Captain for the gala, Tom Cain, commented on the “Good team commitment and atmosphere.  It was also great to see the younger swimmers gaining gala experience” and Team Manager Trudy Goode noted that “The team spirit and support for each other was fantastic”.

Coach Sue Aitken was also pleased with the level of support and the team performance, “All of the swimmers put in fantastic performances in what proved to be a very exciting and close fought competition.  Being a B grade gala this provided an opportunity for swimmers to swim in events they would not usually participate in and also allowed a number of younger swimmers to compete for the first time.”

Tornadoes offer swimming opportunities for all level of swimmer from non swimmers through to masters and also run a successful diving club.  For more information please contact the secretary, Sharon Howe, on 01305 814105 or email:  secretary.tornadoesdorset@virgin.net.

Attached – Photo of the under 11 team: back row: Richard Plummer, James Mules, Rebekah Dashwood, Starr Sams, Lucy Goode; front row: Leanne Holmes, Sam Rowland, Ciaran Richards, Jorgi Luke

Photo of Hope Stanger & Ellie Harvey enjoying the atmosphere!

