Tornadoes of South Dorset after an absence of three years out of the National Arena League gave a startling performance in their first round swim clearly announcing their triumphant return to team swimming. Phil Daniels Head Coach said “It was a fantastic return night with 41 first places out of 50 events and 21 personal best times speaks volumes for South Dorset swimmers. Everyone in the team pulled out the stops in the individual and relay events, particular praise goes to new comers to the Tornadoes programme Jennifer Scott, Bethan Whittall, Isis Hill and Hannah Marklew who all transferred from Weymouth Swimming Club at the end of last season are now starting to show their potential with the South Dorset club. Daniels went on to say, “due to illness their 15 year old top England National boy breaststroker Tom John was unable to swim, but I was very impressed as were the rest of the team staff and the other team swimmers with 13 year old Ciaran Richards who stepped up to take Tom’s place in 15/u breaststroke, that is the mark of a true team swimmer.”  The placing and points after 50 events are as follows:

Tornadoes of South Dorset 1st 226 points; Jurassic SC (Bridport Barracudas & Heron SC) 2nd 167 points; Yeovil 3rd 146 points; Ilfracombe Nr Devon 4th 124 points; North Dorset 5th 87 points. 

Tornadoes first’s individual places:

Jennifer Scott Open IM; 15/u backstroke; 15/u freestyle; Open freestyle;

Thomas Mules Open IM; 15/u butterfly;

Lucy Goode 11/u backstroke; 11/u butterfly;

Charlie Samouelle 11/u backstroke; 11/u butterfly; 13/u freestyle;

Bethan Whittall 13/u breaststroke; 13/u butterfly;

Jay Lelliott 15/u backstroke; Open backstroke;

Jo Puckett Open butterfly; Open backstroke;

Niall Laming Open butterfly;

Hope Stanger 13/u backstroke;

Connor Ward 13/u backstroke; 13/u butterfly;

Elli Harvey 15/u butterfly; 13/u freestyle;  

Chris Perham 15/u freestyle;

Martin Mitchell Open Breaststroke;

Thomas Crew (Club Captain) Open freestyle;

Tornadoes first’s relay places:

11/u freestyle relay girl’s Hannah Marklew; Kirsty Holmes; Samantha Dunning.

13/u medley relay girl’s Hope Stanger; Bethan Whittall; Elli Harvey; Starr Sams.

13/u medley relay boy’s Charlie Samouelle; Ciaran Richards; Connor Ward; Elliott Smart.

15/u freestyle relay girl’s Jennifer Scott; Elli Harvey; Bethan Whittall; Natasha Cain (Club Captain).

15/u freestyle relay boy’s Jay Lelliott; Thomas Mules; Ciaran Richards; Christopher Perham.

Open girl’s medley Jennifer Scott; Alyce Westwood; Elli Harvey; Jo Puckett.

Open boy’s medley Jay Lelliott; Martin Mitchell; Thomas Mules; Thomas Crew.

11/u medley relay girl’s Francesca Arrow-Smith; Hannah Marklew; Lucy Goode; Samantha Dunning.

13/u freestyle relay girls Elli Harvey; Isis Hill; Star Sams; Bethan Whittall.

13/u freestyle relay boys Connor Ward; Charlie Samouelle; Elliott Smart; James Mules.

15/u medley relay girls Jennifer Scott; Bethan Whittall; Elli Harvey; Natasha Cain.

15/u medley relay boys Jay Lelliott; Ciaran Richards Thomas Mules; Christopher Perham.

Open 6x50 freestyle girls relay Alyce Westwood; Jo Puckett; Natasha Cain (Club Captain); Bethan Whittall; Elli Harvey; Jennifer.

Open 6x50 freestyle boys relay Thomas Crew (Club Captain) Martin Mitchell; Niall Laming; Chris Perham; Jay Lelliott; Tom Mules. 

The Tornadoes of South Dorset offer their two level squads training up to 6 days per week at the Osprey Centre Portland. The Junior Development Squad under Ali Holmes and coaching staff offer junior competitive swimmers the unique opportunity to develop all their strokes, starts, turns, break-outs and finishes, progress into the Performance Squad under ASA Coach Phil Daniels and staff offers greater opportunity to the swimmer to confidently achieve their potential. If you are within travelling distance of The Osprey Centre and wish to try out with South Dorset give Sharon Howe a ring on 01305 814105, or email secretary.tornadoesdorset@virgin.net.  
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