Press Report:

Top Dorset Club, Tornadoes excel at Regional Youth Championships!
ASA Swim 21 accredited club Tornadoes of South Dorset competed at the South West Regional Youth Championships at Millfield during 30th April, 1st and 2nd May, after 14 Tornadoes had achieved their qualifying times at the recent Dorset County Championships. The swimmers competed against swimmers from top Clubs from the whole of the South West of England including Millfield, Kelly College, Plymouth Leander, and Swindon Dolphins. Whilst the Championships are aimed at the Youth swimmers there were also 3 Age Group swimmers qualified to swim events as time trials (Lucy Goode 4, Hope Stanger 1, Isis Hill 1) with the Youths, giving them increased opportunity to improve their times and gain further long course experience in preparation for the Age Group Regional Championships in June. The 11 Youth swimmers had between them a staggering 33 Regional Qualifying Times and 23 Regional Consideration Times.
On the first day, Lucy Goode (12) as the youngest competitor time trialling in the 13/u age group swam in a tough 400m Individual Medley finishing in 6th position overall in a time of 05.50.03. She later swam in 200m Backstroke finishing 9th overall in a time of 02.38.62.

Hope Stanger (13) also time trialling in 200m Backstroke finished 16th in the age group in a time of 02.44.39, whilst Isis Hill (13) competed in her first ever Regional Championships and first time in a long course pool swimming in Freestyle 100m coming in 16th in a personal best time of 01.06.61. Bethan Whittle (14) in her first year with Tornadoes put in a 1:26.33 long course time in the 100m breaststroke to finish 3rd top Dorset swimmer. Ellie Harvey (14) competed in 400m IM coming 22nd in a time of 05.48.97 followed by her 200m Backstroke recording a personal best time 02.54.11. Georgia Eiles-Clarke (14) returned to Regional’s after a year out and finished her 200m Backstroke in a time of 02.39.85. Sophie Dawe (14) also in 200m Backstroke returned a time of 02.48.49, a personal best for her. Jenny Scott (15) set a personal best time in her 100m Freestyle 01.03.64, whilst in the 50m Butterfly heats she came 4th in her age group and did enough to qualify for the finals where she set a new personal best time of 30.01 and earned herself a Bronze medal. Bethan Whittall in 100m Breaststroke set a personal best time of 01.26.33 and Rebecca Beal in the same event recorded a time of 01.26.41.
All the boys in the 15/16 age group also swam exceptionally well on the day with Thomas John in 100m Breaststroke finishing 2nd in his heat and then achieved a personal best time and National Qualifying Time of 01.09.80 and not only earn himself a Gold medal but also booked himself a place at the National Championships in Sheffield in August. Jay Lelliott in 100m Backstroke came first in his heat in a personal best time of 01.01.00 giving him an improved National Qualifying Time and then in the final achieved a Silver medal. Meanwhile Tom Mules in 100m Freestyle came in at 56.76 and in 50m Butterfly came 5th in his heat setting a personal best time of 28.04 and made the final where he finished 4th overall. Chris Perham then in 400m Freestyle recorded a personal best time of 04.36.44. 
On the second day after an early warm up Lucy Goode returned a personal best time of 01.16.74 in the 100m Backstroke, finishing 10th over all in the 13/under age group. Whilst Ellie Harvey in 200m Freestyle and 100m Butterfly achieved  personal best times of 02.24.51 and 01.15.30 respectively followed by her 200m Individual Medley. Jenny Scott in her 100m Backstroke came in at 01.12.15 and then built on her previous day’s success with a personal best time in her 100m Butterfly of 01.09.74. Georgia Eiles-Clarke in her 100m Backstroke recorded a time of 01.14.80, whilst Rebecca Beal in her 200m Individual Medley came in at 02.51.93.
Thomas John looking for a repeat performance in his 200m Breaststroke to gain a National Time returned a time just short of it in 02.35.99, a personal best time and also earned himself a place in the final where he finished 7th overall. Jay Lelliott in 200m Butterfly came 1st in his heat and then first in the final earning Gold, a personal best time of 02.08.82 and giving himself a long course National Qualifying Time. Tom Mules in 200m Butterfly came 3rd in his heat and then Bronze medal in the final in a personal best time of 02.17.31.
At the end of a gruelling day, the Male Open Medley Team 4x100m competed from: Jay Lelliott, Thomas John, Tom Mules and Tom Crew in exciting event dominated by Plymouth Leander, Millfield and Kelly College. The team finished overall in 8th position out of 17 teams.
On the final day, again after an early start, there was more success in the pool with Lucy Goode in 200m Butterfly finishing in 6th position overall, in a time of 02.49.99. Rebecca Beal in her 200m Breaststroke event achieved a personal best time of 03.02.42. Jenny Scott in her 50m Freestyle came in at 29.13 and then in her 50m Backstroke came 3rd in the heats with a personal best time of 32.14 and then in the final finished with a Bronze medal. 

The boys then continued with their successes, with Jay Lelliott in 100m Butterfly coming 2nd in his heat in a personal best time of 59.93 gaining an improved National Qualifying Time. Tom Mules came 6th in the heat and then 5th in the final, finishing the day for him in his 50m Freestyle in a time of 27.23. Jay Lelliott ended the day with his 200m Backstroke in which he came 1st in his heat and then finished in Bronze position in the final.    
Head Coach, Phil Daniels said, “To qualify for so many events and to achieve 21 personal best times over the weekend as well as 2 Gold Medals, 1 Silver Medal, and 4 Bronze medals and numerous top 8 finalist places, was truly fantastic and made Tornadoes of South Dorset the Top Club in Dorset. Added to that, the improved National Qualifying Times for Jay and a new National Qualifying Time for Tom John made the weekend perfect. Our medley open boys relay team of Jay Lelliott; Tom John; Tom Mules and Tom Crew put in a sterling performance against top swimming schools and city clubs from the South West. Our 3 Age Groups swimmers also performed well and I now look forward to the successes they will have at their Regional Championships in June”.
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Anyone interested in joining The Tornadoes of South Dorset and being part of its growing success, both in its teaching groups and competitive squads, should contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary, Tel: 01305 814105. 
