SOUTHERN JUNIOR LEAGUE ROUND 2
Junior team from Tornadoes of South Dorset, sponsored by Dunnings Automatics of Lynch Lane, Weymouth, took part in the 2nd round of the Southern Junior League competition having drawn a local venue at the Littledown Centre, Bournemouth.

In this round, which was much tougher than the first round, they competed against Chard, Bradford On Avon, Bristol North, Poole “A” and Christchurch Seagulls. The team of 25, 9 -12 yr olds were full of optimism and team spirit despite facing a hard opposition.

There were some very creditable individual performances across the age groups.

Libby Balsdon was competing in her first ever Southern Junior League competition as a 10yr old and managed to achieve an almost 2 second PB in her 50m Freestyle event. Saffron Taylor-Sprakes also 10 and competing for the first time gained an almost 4 second PB for her 50m Breaststroke. 
Kirsty Holmes (9) was 3rd in her 25m Breaststroke, while Jamie Richards also 9 came 3rd in his 25m Backstroke

Charlie Samouelle (10) 2nd in 50m Breaststroke and 1st in 50m Butterfly, he also came 1st when swimming up two age groups in the 12yr olds 50m Freestyle.

Lucy Goode (11) was 1st in her 50m Backstroke and 1st in her 50m Butterfly, James Mules (11) was 3rd in his 50m Freestyle and Max Gilmartin also 11 was 3rd in his 50m Backstroke.

Starr Sams (12) was 3rd in her 50m Butterfly and 3rd in the 50m Freestyle. Hope Stanger (12 and Girls Captain) was 2nd in her 50m Breaststroke and 3rd in her 50m Backstroke.
The girls 11yr Freestyle relay team from: Jessica Lelliott, Samantha Dunning, Emily Gover and Lucy Goode came 3rd in a very closely fought race between Bristol North, Poole “A” and Tornadoes. 

Not to be outdone the boys 11yr Freestyle relay team from: James Mules, Alex Jones, Max Gilmartin and Charlie Samouelle (10), came 2nd again in a tight race between Chard, Poole “A” and Tornadoes.

In the 2nd to last event, the 12yr Freestyle girls relay team from: Starr Sams, Jessica Lelliott (11), Lucy Goode (11) and Hope Stanger came 3rd narrowly being beaten by Poole “A” and Bradford On Avon girls. 

Further PB’s were achieved by: Sam Allen, Robyn Archer, Frankie Arrowsmith, Libby Balsdon, Max Gilmartin, Lucy Goode, Emily Gover, Leanne Holmes, Alex Jones, Kane Law-Smith, James Mules, Richard Plummer, Jamie Richards, Charlie Samouelle, Starr Sams, Saffron Taylor-Sprakes and Sophie Wallis.
Despite the Tornadoes overall 6th position on the night, the swimmers still had 16 out of 49 events placed in the top 3 positions both as individuals and in their relays.

From the 25 swimmers taken to the gala they recorded 31 Personal Best Times between them – a credit to themselves and to the training time they have put in.

Team Manager, Trudy Goode said, “The final points on the night were 124 for the team but there was much more for their team spirit”.

Assistant Head Coach, Alison Holmes said, “We always knew it was going to be a tough round, but the swimmers rose to the occasion giving each other lots of team support in a way that only Tornadoes can! We now look forward to the challenges of the 3rd and final round”.  
