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TORNADOES OF SOUTH DORSET

SOUTHERN JUNIOR LEAGUE

SATURDAY 16TH MAY 2009

THE LINK, SWINDON

For the second round of this year’s Southern Junior League Tornadoes faced a lengthy trip to Swindon to compete against Poole Swimming Club, City of Newport, Melksham, Warminster and North Dorset Turbos.

For three swimmers it was their first experience of competing in Junior League, 9 year olds Liam Barton and Francesca Arrowsmith  and 11 year old Ciaran Richards and they proved their worth with solid performances in their age group relays.

Once again the 10 year old girls team of Lucy Goode, Emily Gover, Jessica Lelliott, Leanne Holmes and Chloe Bacon had an outstanding gala winning both their relay events, Lucy winning the 50m Backstroke and 50m Butterfly individuals, Emily the 50m Freestyle and Chloe finishing second in the 50m Breaststroke.

Running a close second in terms of most successful age group were the 12 year old boys team of Connor Aitken, Harry Davidge, Jordan Davie and Tom Longshaw.  They also won both relay events, Connor won the 50m Freestyle and finished 3rd in the 50m Butterfly, Jordan won the 50m Breaststroke and Harry the 50m Backstroke.

With a number of members of the 11 years old boys and girls teams and 12 year old girls team unavailable for this gala younger team members swam individual events and relays in those age groups.  Notable performances included Lucy Goode gaining 2nd place in the 11 and under girls 50m Butterfly, Jazmine Hepburn 1st in the 12 and under 50m Freestyle and Emily Gover 3rd in the 11 and under 50m Breaststroke.  Matthew Eyres, Jorgi Luke, Max Gilmartin and James Mules also competed in individuals in older age groups.  Team Manager, Trudy Goode, commented “Several swimmers had multiple events and showed what they were made of by coping well with the pressure of swimming out of their age groups”.

As the gala progressed it became evident that Poole Swimming Club, greatly strengthened since their first round which had seen them unable to field teams in 7 out of 17 relay events due to an overseas training camp, were going to win by a significant margin.  Strong performances from City of Newport meant that they too were pulling away from the remaining teams to finish 2nd.

Third and Fourth place saw a very close battle throughout the evening between Tornadoes and gala hosts Warminster.  After the first set of relays the two teams were level on points and equal third.  Half way through the individuals Tornadoes had a one point lead for third place, but with only 4 individuals and the final set of relays to go it was Warminster who held third place by just one point. Two third places and a first in those last four individuals followed up by two first places, a second and a third in the closing relays finally gave Tornadoes the edge as they secured third place by a 13 point margin.

Head coach, Ed Stevens, was very impressed with the performance of the team and in particular the individual swimmers who achieved personal best times; “31 personal bests from our younger swimmers is a fantastic achievement and a credit to their commitment, their training and the effort of their coaches.

FINAL POINTS TABLE

	1st
	Poole Swimming Club
	232

	2nd
	City of Newport
	201

	3rd
	Tornadoes
	172

	4th
	Warminster
	159

	5th
	Melksham
	118

	6th
	North Dorset Turbos
	89


