Press Report:

Southern Junior League 2010

The Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club started their 2010 junior swimming campaign with an outstanding 1st round result. The Club had an away draw at Swindon, where they were up against stiff competition. Southern Junior League is a league of 32 Clubs, competing over 3 rounds, which offers a competition aimed at the 9 – 12yr olds and has a mix of relays and individual events. For the 9yr olds, it is often their first time competing for their Club away from their home pool. It promotes team spirit as well as an opportunity for individual success. The Tornadoes Southern Junior League Squad, who are sponsored by ‘Dunning Automatics’ has been in training since February, under Alison Holmes, Assistant Head Coach and junior squad staff coaches. A team of 26 swimmers and their parent travelled to Swindon on 24th April and saw the team, after 9 events achieving 3rd place. This was to continue with the final placing being 3rd overall and the difference between Tornadoes points and 4th place growing from 10pts to 39pts after 49 events.

The 9yr old girls and boys relay teams: Robyn Archer, Morgan Thomas, Sophie Wallis, Kirsty Holmes, Kane Law-Smith, Sam Allen, Jamie Richards and Dominic Morris, all performed brilliantly achieving 4th and 3rd places in both their medley and freestyle relays. Their individual swims were also excellent with Kirsty Holmes gaining 2nd place in both her 25m Breaststroke and Butterfly events, and Jamie Richards achieving 3rd in his 25m Backstroke. Dominic Morris came 4th in his 25m Breaststroke.

The 10yr old girls relay team: Frankie Arrowsmith, Ella Day, Kirsty Holmes (swimming up) and Emma Perkins swam into 4th and 6th in their medley and freestyle relays, with Frankie also taking 3rd place for her individual 50m Backstroke.

The 10yr old boys relay team: Thomas Davidge, Dominic Morris (swimming up), Charlie Samouelle and Liam Barton came 6th in both their relays. Excellent individual performances were achieved by Charlie Samouelle who was placed 1st in the 50m Breaststroke and 2nd in the 50m Butterfly, and Thomas Davidge finishing 2nd in the 50m Backstroke and 3rd in the 50m Freestyle.

The 11yr old girls relay teams: Lucy Goode, Leanne Holmes, Emily Gover and Jessica Lelliott came 3rd in both their relay events. Lucy Goode came 1st in her 50m backstroke and 50m Butterfly with Jessica Lelliott finishing 3rd in the 50m Free and Emily Gover 4th in the 50m Breaststroke. The 11yr old boys: James Mules, Max Gilmartin, Alex Jones and Charlie Samouelle (swimming up) were not to be outdone by coming 2nd and 3rd in their free and medley relays. Max Gilmartin and James Mules both secured 3rd in their individual 50m Back and Fly respectively.

Finally, the 12yr old girls: Lucy Goode (swimming up), Hope Stanger (Girls Captain) Rebekah Dashwood and Starr Sams showing their experience coming 2nd in the medley and 1st in the freestyle relays. Starr Sams and Hope Stanger both won their individual 50m Freestyle and Backstroke events. Starr then came 2nd in the 50m Fly with Hope securing 2nd in the 50m Breaststroke.
The 12yr old boys relay teams made up of: Ciaran Richards (Boys Captain), James Mules, Max Gilmartin (both swimming up), and Thomas Wildman came 4th in their medley and 3rd in the freestyle relay. Ciaran returned 4th in the 50m Fly and Breaststroke with Charlie swimming up 2 age groups storming to a 1st place position in the 50m Free in a very exciting race and Max placed 5th in the 50m backstroke. The final event was the exciting “Cannon” event taking 1 female and 1 male from each age group, swimming youngest to oldest and formed by: Kirsty Holmes, Dominic Morris, Frankie Arrowsmith, Charlie Samouelle, Lucy Goode, James Mules, Starr Sams and Ciaran Richards, the cannon team finished in 4th place.

Trudy Goode, Team Manager, said “The Tornadoes throughout the gala demonstrated excellent team spirit and supported each other which undoubtedly contributed to the overall result.” Alison Holmes, Assistant Head Coach and Coach for Southern Junior League said “The calibre of the swims both as individuals and in their relay teams were exceptional and demonstrated their commitment from hours of dedicated team and squad training. During the course of the gala 40 Personal Best Times were achieved across the South Dorset’s age groups. The Tornadoes were the only Club not to have any disqualifications, demonstrating the very high calibre of the overall coaching and teaching at Tornadoes of South Dorset. Tornadoes achieved 3rd place behind Bournemouth Dolphins who were 2009 finalists and Bristol North (2nd). Anyone interested in joining The Tornadoes of South Dorset should contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary, Tel: 01305 814105”. 
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