The Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club have successfully completed the Amateur Swimming Association accreditation scheme known as Swim 21. This is the quality mark in swimming and shows that the club is run to a high standard.
The accreditation recognises that the club is committed to providing safe, effective and quality services for the benefit of its members. It is a planning tool, based on the principles of Long Term Athlete Development, enabling clubs to help athletes, teachers, coaches and administrators to achieve their full potential. It focuses particularly on the needs of athletes - striving to provide them with the best possible support and environment.
This has involved looking at the whole club set up from the teachers and coaches working with the swimmers to the people behind the scenes helping to the run the club.
Tornadoes have achieved the quality mark for teaching and masters swimming and are in the final stages of completing the skill development level. Tornadoes are the only club in the Weymouth and Portland area with Swim 21 accreditations.
Head Coach Phil Daniels said ” Tornadoes have come along way since its formation at Thornlow School gaining ASA accreditation ranks high in the clubs aims as we continue to be a quality main provider of learn to swim and competitive swim coaching in South and West Dorset. The dedication and professionalism of teaching and coaching staff is reflective in the success of our swimmers whether they learn to swim or go on to represent the club at various levels in competitive swimming,"
The Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club was established in 1980 and is based at the Osprey Leisure Centre, Castletown Portland.  It has become one of the most respected swimming clubs in Dorset with a long list of achievements at county, regional and national levels and has already been presented with the Gold Award by the Dorset Schools Sports Partnership for its activities, before it was awarded Swim 21 status.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Clubs swimming activities range from Beginners, operating under the National Plan for Teaching Swimming (NPTS), right through to National athletes, being nurtured under the Long Term Athlete Development Plan (LTAD) and exposed to the latest skill development programmes which British Swimming supports.  A ‘Masters Squad’ also provides an opportunity for the more mature swimmers to remain in the sport and also a Diving section providing the only diving training in the area.
Beginners teaching groups are available to children from school age on a Friday evening or Saturday morning and enjoy the benefit, not available at most clubs, of having small groups of swimmers, which allows the nationally qualified teachers to concentrate on the individual needs of each swimmer.  The focus of the teaching groups is to promote water confidence to allow the swimmers to enjoy themselves, whilst developing stroke techniques to enable the swimmers to become confident in all four strokes.
Once a swimmer attains sufficient abilities through the teaching groups they have the opportunity to progress into the swimming squads.  Under the guidance of vastly experienced and highly qualified Head Coach Phil Daniels and his team of ASA qualified and dedicated coaches they continue to develop the swimmers both individually and as part of a team to become the best that they can be.  The Club enters teams into the Dorset Novice League, Southern Junior league and National Arena league enabling swimmers from age nine upwards to compete in team gala’s against other teams within the county, regionally and nationally.  
In addition swimmers can compete individually, representing the club at gala’s at different levels.  This is an area where the club excels, with the largest number of swimmers from any West and South Dorset club entering the county, regional and national championships.  The club consistently performs well at these championships with many swimmers achieving medal positions and championship winners, this year Tornadoes of South Dorset achieved top Dorset Club at the Youth Regional Championships.
So if you want your child to learn to swim or have the opportunity to achieve the best that they can be, come along to Tornadoes and see what we can offer.  Free taster sessions are available to all, whatever the standard of swimming, so you can see exactly what is on offer. 
More information can be found at www.tornadoesuk.co.uk, or give the club secretary Sharon Howe a call on 01305 814105 or email her at secretary.tornadoesdorset@virgin.net.


