‘Team Tornadoes’ hold their Own once again!
For this years Speedo league round 1 fixture, in the Western Division Premier League, Tornadoes headed to Littledown pool at Bournemouth in October. Round 1 & 2 are usually ‘David and Goliath’ contests with the teams seeded based on previous years final table. This time Tornadoes had an extra incentive of completing against of local rivals Bournemouth Dolphins and Ferndown Otters. The South Dorset club is a relatively small local club, in a rural catchment area, compared to many in the league, but they continue to defy the odds year each season by holding onto their Premier League status. Currently they have achieved a 13 year unbroken stay in the top league, since gaining promotion in 1994. The Western region is also tougher than most in the country, with 2 of the top 3 national finalist residing in the division. Undaunted Tornadoes prepared for the annual battle, with relish.

A slow start in the first block of relays saw the team slip back into 6th place, in the 6 team gala, after the first 10 events. The main battle for Tornadoes was always going to be against premier league newcomers Barnstable, along with Thornbury; and an outside hope against the Swindon side Tigersharks.

The most notable performances came from the U13's boys relay team (Marcus, Tom J, Jay and Paul) who claimed a credible 4th place, and the senior boy’s team (James, Richard, Ed and Niall) who went one better just snatching 3rd place by 0.2 sec from Tigersharks.
Tornadoes seemed to take heart from this and they started to grow in confidence, with several good results early on in the individual races.

By the halfway point they had climbed off the bottom, to lead Thornbury by 8 pt and closed in on Barnstaple who were 7 ahead on 76. Tom Crew and Joanna Puckett both excelled with 2nd places in the 15&u 100m back events. This was further boosted by a massive 6 sec victory for National Star Tom Mules, in the 11&U 50m fly. Not to out done, Laura Newsam finished aggressively, in a very close 100m fly race with Ferndown, to win the girls 15&u’s event. 13 yr’s old Paul Higgs supported the surge with a well deserved 3rd place in the 100m back and 3 others maintained the momentum with 4th place finishes; Georgia Eiles-Clarke, Rebecca Beal and Sophie Dawe.
As the teams went into the second half of the gala it was clear 4 to 6th place would be hotly disputed, right to the end.
James Baker, Amelia Stout, Laura Newsam, Tom Crew, and Lauren Podger continued the resurgence with 5 more 4th pace finishes’; before veteran swimmer-coach Ed Stevens showed he could still hold his own cruising in for 2nd place in the open 100m brst. There was another 1st for Tom Mules, as he again showed clear water to his rivals, this time in the 50m Free. Then to round up the individual events Lauren Podger and Joanna Puckett both picked up another 2 fourth places, before the second batch of relays started.

At this point the gala hung in the balance the top 2 Bournemouth and Ferndown battling each other with 206 and 195 pts respectively. Tigersharks were relatively comfortable in 3rd with 150 pts, leaving Tornadoes and Barnstaple locked together on 111 pts and Thornbury only 1 pt further back. The atmosphere had by then reached fever pitch, with South Dorset pumped-up and ready to battle till the last point.
The 11&U girls medley relay team (Georgia, Amelia, Sophie and Jazz) produced a useful 4th, with their Male counterparts excelling to claim 2nd (Jordon, Connor, Harry and Tom M).
Both the 13yr’s old teams struggled, but they battled valiantly to finish in 6th place in their Freestyle relays.
This left Tornadoes on 124 pts (5th), 1 behind Thornbury and 2 ahead of Barnstaple. The tension was now unbearable and the crowd were screaming every race right to the end.
The 15&U girls (Joanna, Laura N, Lauren and Gemma) kept Tornadoes in the running with 4th in their Medley relay, beating both the main rivals; and the boys weighted in with a battling 5th place ahead of Thornbury.

The final 2 open 6x50 freestyle races would prove decisive, as the gala hung in the balance once again. The girls had fought gamely all night, but were now exhausted from covering both the open and 15&U ages group. Thus they could not mount a serious challenge, and their rivals gained valuable pts.
It was now looking serious, with the South Dorset Club ‘staring down the barrel’ at 6th place, 2 pts behind 4th placed Thornbury and 1 behind Barnstaple.
The battle cry was raised, and the 6 senior boys took up the challenge. ‘Chests were beat’ and ‘thighs slapped’, with every member of the team screaming for glory. The Adeline was over-flowing, as swimmer-coach Ed Stevens took to the blocks. Ed touched home in the first leg up amongst the leaders; then Niall, Richard, Josh, and Martin all maintained the pressure on the opposition. That left James to anchor the team to a fabulous 3rd place, just behind Bournemouth (Gala winners) and Ferndown, but crucially ahead of Thornbury in 5th and Barnstaple 6th. That race was all over in 2.5 minutes, but the final points count up a very tense affair and seemed to take an age. After several checks and rechecks, the results were finally announced to a mighty roar... joint 4th for the valiant Tornadoes. Thornbury had tied with them on 131 pts leaving Barnstaple just behind on 129.

It was a great night, full of courage, determination and skill. Team sprint competitions had proved once again a thrilling event, with all involved going home hearts beating much faster than they should be.
Later after having time to reflect Team Manager Sean Baker proclaimed his admiration for how each and every member of the team who gave their all for the team. Coaches Mark Taylor and Ed Stevens were equally proud of the standard achieved by all the swimmers on the night. It was pleasing to see swimmers achieved top 3 placing against high level opposition, but equally important were all the performances’ that doggedly turn 1 pt into 2. This was demonstrated by the 31 personal best times being shared right across the whole team.
