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TORNADOES OF SOUTH DORSET

TOM MULES – SPORTS AID AWARD

Tornadoes National Swimming Champion Tom Mules has been chosen to receive a Sports Aid Award.  Sports Aid is a charity that works with the National Governing Bodies of British sport to help recognise and support the next generation of young British sporting talent.  They identify talented youngsters and provided them with financial support.  On average a young athlete spends nearly £5,000 per year on equipment, travelling, competitions, accommodation and other essentials required to compete at the top.  Sports Aid works with local commercial businesses and the Weymouth branch of Asda is generously providing Tom’s financial support as part of “Asda Sporting Chance”, which aims to increase participation in sport across Britain as well as supporting those with recognised potential.

Tom has had a terrific start to this season, outclassing his rivals to claim 11 gold and 2 silver medals at the Dorset County Championships, 2 trophies for best junior performances, smashing 7 county records and receiving the BAGCAT trophy as overall winner in his age group.  He has also achieved a staggering 13 regional qualifying times and 5 national qualifying times.  The National Age Group championships will be held at Ponds Forge in Sheffield in July and Tom will be out to retain his 100m Freestyle title and add to the 5 medals that he has won in the previous 2 championships.  His talents have also been recognised by the ASA and he is currently on the ASA England Talent Development Programme attending training camps led by top British age group coaches.

Tom has been a member of Tornadoes of South Dorset for eight years now and parents, Andy and Helen, said “Tornadoes have played a massive part in his fantastic achievements, firstly by teaching him to swim at age five and then coaching and supporting him to his National success.  Tom attends Wey Valley Sports College who help him to juggle his 15 hours training per week, competitions, travelling and school life and provide some funding for him.  All this recognition is terrific for Tom and makes all the hard work and dedication to his sport worthwhile”.

Attached photo: 

Tom with his gold medal at the 2008 National Age Group Championships

