DEDICATION – THE NAME OF THE GAME FOR THE TORNADOES

The weekend of the 12 and 13 April was a busy one for the Tornadoes of South Dorset.  As five swimmers left for the Avalon Spring Open Meet in Somerset, twenty three other swimmers were setting off again for the Littledown Centre, Bournemouth to attend the Bournemouth Dolphins 18th Annual Open Meet.  

Fresh from their recent success at the Dorset County Championships, the swimmers were keen to get back into the water and improve on the times they set less than a month before and once again the swimmers did not disappoint Head Coach, Ed Stevens producing an astonishing 64 personal best times with fifteen 1st place, ten 2nd place and six 3rd place positions.

The younger swimmers showed that they are going to be a force to be reckoned with as 9 year old Lucy Goode took 1st place in the Girls 100 M Butterfly and Girls 100 M Freestyle achieving a 9 second personal best time in both races. Goode also took 2nd place in the Girls 100 M and 200 M Individual Medley.  Jessica Lelliot and James Mules also 9 years showed promise achieving personal best times in the 50 M Breaststroke and 50 M Butterfly.

In the mid-range age categories there were some excellent swims in the Boys 200 M Backstroke – in the 12 year age category Tornadoes saw Tom Mules and Tom John take 7 seconds each off their entry times to give them 2nd and 3rd place respectively.  Johns having an impressive weekends performance with 100% personal bests. 13 year olds Jay Lelliot took 6 seconds off his entry time and earned himself a place in the Regional Championships late in the year. Paul Higgs took 4 seconds off his entry time to give him a new personal best. Tom John also took 1st place in the Boys 200 M Breaststroke and again setting himself a new personal best time.  11 year old Connor Aitken also taking 1st place in the Boys 200 M Butterfly.

The boys older age categories were represented by Tom Crew, Tom Cain and Lloyd Briggs with each one swimming their way to a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place positions in their respective age category. Briggs was almost on target to a 100% performance but narrowly missed out in the 400 M Individual Medley to set himself a new time but still amassing 8 new personal best times from his 9 races.

In the older age categories for the girls, despite an amazing swim in the 200 M Girls Backstroke taking 12 seconds off her recently set time, Asia Westwood unfortunately missed out on a Western County Qualifying Time by 0.64 of a second.  There was a 1st place position for Gemma Taylor in the girls 200 M Butterfly and a new personal best time. Jo Puckett swam her way to five 1st place positions. 

The final personal best totals were as follows:

Tom John (8), Lloyd Briggs (8), Tom Mules (7), Paul Higgs (4), Jay Lelliot (4),

Laura Goode (4), Lucy Goode (4), Sophie Dawe (3), Gemma Taylor (3),  

Alyce Westwood (3), Jessica Lelliot (2), James Mules (2), Hope Stanger (2),  

Jordan Davie (2), Harry Davidge (2), Tom Cain (1), Tom Crew (1), Georgia Eiles-Clarke (1), Farron Aitken (1), Asia Westwood (1)

Head Coach, Ed Stevens commented, “The team performed superbly yet again.  I am overwhelmed by how dedicated and professional the swimmers are at training – this is reflecting in how they perform”

If you are interested in swimming with the Tornadoes of South Dorset please contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary – 01305 814105 or go to www.tornadoesuk.co.uk for further information

