Tornadoes in the ‘Hunt’
Tornadoes ‘B’ team recently competed in the ‘Hunts Cup’ Gala at Rossmore LC in Poole. The team preformed with great determination and effort, eventually finishing 3rd just 10 pts behind the hosts Poole S.C.

The South Dorset club fielded a relatively young and inexperienced team especially in the 11 and under age groups. With most of their junior ‘A’ team committed to swimming in the Weymouth Junior schools championships on the same evening, this gave many the opportunity to swim for the club, for the first time.

11&U’s Girls preformed admirably with Georgia Eiles-Clarke, Amelia Stout, Nicole Gray, Lucy Goode and Ellen Bevan, claiming 1st in the Medley & 2nd in the Freestyle relays. Amelia took 1st in the individual Brst, with Georgia and Nicole both 2nd in their races. The boys, James Bishop, Paul Bevan, Curtis Purnell, Liam Purnell and Scott Davis, showed real ‘courage’ as most had not recorded 50m times before the night. But they still battled hard and came away much more experience after the gala. Paul raced to 3rd in the individual 50m back, with a 6 sec improved personal best time.

In the 13&U age group, Tornadoes again swam mostly debutees. Katy Robinson, Rachel Wakely and Alyce Westwood joined up with 1st team regular Natasha Cain. Several pb’s resulted, and all swam well. Alyce was highest placed with victory in the 50m brst. The boys, Jay Lelliott, Daniel Foley, and Chris Perham, aided by ‘A’ swimmers Thomas John and Paul Higgs, powered to victory in both relays. Individually Daniel was pick of the crop with victory in the 50m brst.
The South Dorset club, with only 1 open swimmer available, fielded nine 14/15 yr olds to fill both the top 2 girls’ age groups (15&U & Open). Jess Bettesworth, Billie Wildman, Asia Westwood, Steph Gow, Gemma Taylor, Maria Lochrie, Laura Goode, Megan Bevan, Lauren Podger and open swimmer Jess Rodari, combined to produce a series of victories:- 1st in both the Open relays, and individual 1st’s for Jess, Laura, Megan, Maria and Lauren. Again the pb’s topped 20, as they all did the club proud.
The Boys 15&U team of Stuart Purnell, Thomas Cain, Luke Davis, Lloyd Briggs and Jon Mowlam worked hard all night. Their crowning moments was a great team performance in the Medley Relay when they held firm to win in a tight finish. Individually Jon took 1st in the 100m brst, and others chipped in with lots of pb’s.
The Open boys consisted mainly of ‘A’ swimmers, but they all swam their no. 3 or 4 strokes to even out any potential advantage. James Baker, Ashley Hall, Niall Laming, Richard Gow and Karl Purnell combined to finish 3rd in both their relays. Individually James and Ashley took 1st in brst & fly, with Richie and Niall 2nd in the free & back.

In the cannon relays tornadoes had a 2nd (girls) and two 3rds, as again they fielded evenly balanced ability teams.

Throughout the night the South Dorset club remained true to the spirit of the competition, more interested in a good team event and giving experience to as many as possible. Tornadoes National qualified swimmers were excluded and any ‘A’ swimmers were only swum to backup the ‘B’ team. All seemed to benefit, with a competitive but fun night. Tornadoes team manager was adamant right from the start, that they would treat this as a ‘B’ gala, and any 1st team regulars never swam in their best events. In the end the points and team position was irrelevant. More important was the 64 pbs’ recorded, experience gained and great team atmosphere experienced.
