TORNADOES TRIUMPH IN SOMERSET

The weekend of the 12 and 13 April was a busy one for the swimmers of the Tornadoes of South Dorset Club.  Whilst many of their fellow swimmers were representing the Club at the 18th Annual Open Meet at the Littledown Pool in Bournemouth, five swimmers travelled to represent the Club at the Millfield 50 metre swimming pool in Somerset.

The Tornado swimmers were up against 39 other clubs travelling from Devon, Bristol, South Wales and Warwickshire to some more local clubs from the Somerset and Dorset area many of them bringing 30 to 40 swimmers per club. However, this did not deter the might of three of the Tornado girls when they lined up for the first race of the day the 200 m freestyle, with sisters 12 year old Rachel and 9 year old Chloe Wakely achieving new personal best times and 10 year old Ellie Harvey taking the bronze medal.

The personal best times kept on coming with 12 year old Katy Robinson taking to the blocks for the 100 m butterfly, only ever swimming this event twice before in the Club Galas in a 25 metre pool she took a fantastic 8 seconds off her time and took 7th place overall.

It was the turn of 13 year old Christopher Perham the only male swimmer representing the club to take to the water for the Boys 100 m Backstroke.  Ranked in 6th place when he took to the blocks he swam an excellent race and took the silver medal.

In all 35 races were swum producing 5 silver medals and 3 bronze medals.  A total of 15 personal best times were recorded between the swimmers – Chloe Wakely had a 100% record of personal best times from her 4 races, Chris Perham achieved 6 personal best times out of his 9 races also taking home 1 silver and 2 bronze medals. Katy Robinson achieved 5 personal best times out of her 8 races with Ellie Harvey setting herself a new personal best time in the 100 m backstroke also taking home 3 silver and 2 bronze medals. Newcomer to the Millfield pool Rachel Wakely set a new personal best in the 200 m Freestyle. 

For those who were swimming at Millfield for the first time it did not appear to faze them and every swimmer gave there all to produce a fantastic results sheet. The final results sheet for Club Points saw the Tornadoes come away in 20th position – an excellent result for 5 swimmers to achieve and 10 year old Ellie Harvey was ranked in 2nd place overall in the 9/10 age category. Once again it is evident that the combination of the poolside coaches teaching and the commitment of the swimmers to the training schedule is producing good results within the Club.

Head Coach, Ed Stevens commented, “ I wasn’t able to attend the Meet due to other commitments but was still eager to hear how the swimmers did, and I wasn’t disappointed”.

If you are interested in swimming with the Tornadoes of South Dorset please contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary – 01305 814105 or go to www.tornadoesuk.co.uk for further information.
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Back Row:   Chris Perham, Rachel Wakely


Front Row Left to Right: Chloe Wakely, Katy Robinson, Ellie Harvey








