Tornadoes battle hard against the big Guns

After the euphoria and excitement in round 1, Tornadoes were without several key swimmers when they travelled to Tiverton for the second round. Throughout the night ‘Big Guns’, Cardiff and Bournemouth, battled it out at the top, with Bridgend snapping away at their heels. Exeter kept their distance from the bottom 2, reasonably easily, leaving Barnstaple and the South Dorset club to scrap it out for the 5th and 6th.
Again Tornadoes started the gala slowly, recording three 5th place finishes and seven in 6th, during the opening 10 races. It was after event 10, in round 1, that the Portland based club kicked in and started to climb the points table. But this time the weakened squad seemed to lose heart, and many of their times fell short of their personal best. This resulted in a 21 pts gap between 5th and 6th place, which was never closed, and by event 30(out of 50) they were effectively consigned to finishing last, unless there was big turn around. The Tornadoes swimmers, bravery fought on and there was a ‘sprinkling’ of good swims and results, as the gala drew to a close.
In the relays there were a few bright points when the 11&u girls (Georgia EC, Amelia S, Sophie D, Jaz H) produced an improved time to gab a deserved 2nd place in the medley event. Similarly the boys (Harry D, Jordan D, Tom M and birthday boy Connor A) also improved their time to again finish 2nd.
13&u boys (Marcus, Tom J, Jay L, Chris P, Paul H) improved their time and place to finish 5th in the free, but despite a 2.5sec time improvement had to settle for 6th, in a tough medley relay.
Many swimmers also improved their relay split times:- Jaz H, Sophie D, Harry D, Jordan D, Tom J, Paul H, Farron A, Jay L, Tom Cn, Tom Cw, Josh ED, Martin M, James B.
Individually several swimmers finished in top 4 positions:- Tom Mules was again invincible in the 11&u 50m free and fly events, winning both in style. He also pushed the 13 year olds’ all the way to claim 3rd in the 100m fly. Another who tasted ‘sweet’ victory was Tom Crew in 15&u 100m bck. He also clinched 3rd in a close run 100m free. Laura Newsam again held her own, for 2nd spot, with a sold performance in 15&u 100m fly event.  Her team-mate Joanna Puckett fought hard for 3rd in the 100m bck with an improved time. She then stepped up an age group to battle to 4th in 100m free open, again in an improved time.
In the 13&u boys Tom John blasted 4 seconds of his pb, to cruise in 3rd in the 100m brst. In the same age group Paul Higgs was also on form, lowering his 100m free time by 2 secs and fighting hard for 3rd in the 100m bck event. 11&u girls as turned in good performances and improved times. Amelia Stout was 3rd in 50m brst, whilst Sophie Dawe was 4th in the 50m fly event. Natasha Cain improved her 100m free time by 1.5sec in 13&u’s.

The overall stats showed at least 31% of individual swim times were quicker than in round 1, this resulted in 54% of the placings being either equal and better than round 1. But the fact that Tornadoes finished with 23 less points, seemed to indicate they didn’t take enough points off the top teams as had happened previously.
After the gala, Team Manager Sean Baker admitted,” After the highs of round 1, this result was rather disappointing”. “But several swimmers did produce good times and they deserve praise for fighting right through to the end”. “It was a tiring night for several swimmers who had many ‘back-to-back’ swims, and that obviously makes achieving PBs very difficult”.
Coach Mark Taylor called for an improved performance in round three, with 101% effort and concentration needed, to ensure they again achieve victory, in the final gala of their Western Division Premier League 2007 campaign.

Gala Result:-
Cardiff 227, Bournemouth 208, Bridgend 191, Exeter 175, Barnstaple 137, Tornadoes 108

E10 13-34 (-21), E20 41-65 (-24), E30 63-84 (-21), E42 89-116 (-27), E50 108-137 (-29)
Round 2 Team… Left to right, top to bottom…

15&u+open team; additional15&u boys; additional 11&u boy; 11&u+13&u team
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