Press Report – Southern Junior League 

Resounding success for Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club as the Osprey Centre Portland based club herald their return to acclaimed higher team results in the Southern Junior League. The Junior Tornadoes posted 4th top Dorset club and 13th out 31 competing teams in the final round up of results in the league behind Dorset clubs Ferndown, Poole and Bournemouth. Phil Daniels Head Coach to South Dorset said, “it’s a very good start one in which the juniors need to build on for 2011, lessons were learnt, when swimmers drop out of the Team, additional pressures are placed on the rest of the Team and performances are affected, so Team commitment will be the order of the day, it’s a hard call ”, Daniels also paid tribute to the hard work put in by the coaching and team staff.  The team of 24 swimmers travelled to Keynsham, near Bristol eager for the challenges that faced them in the last round. 

They were up against Soundwell, Trowbridge, Yeovil, Melksham and Southwold who were favourites to win.

Sadly, due to illness, the team had to travel without two of its more senior swimmers – Max Gilmartin and Emily Gover, both of whom were sick and were unable to compete. Last minute team changes reproduced with Frankie Arrowsmith (10) being tasked to swim up with the 11yr olds as did Richard Plummer also 10yrs in the freestyle relay, with the girls coming 4th and the boys finishing 3rd. Due to short notice availability, Charlotte, “Lottie” Longshaw (9) earned her place in the 9 yr olds medley and freestyle relays. Her performance was excellent having trained with the team on two occasions only prior to the gala.

Alex Jones also had the number of his swims increased to cover the individual events, coming 4th and 3rd in the 50m breast and back. James Mules (11) was also asked to compete in the 12yr age group 50m back, coming 4th. Frankie also later swam up in the 11yr olds medley relay, helping them to 4th place. 

Thomas Davidge (10) was asked to pull out the stops and join the 12yr olds freestyle relay to fill Max’s position and ably assisted the team to 4th place.

There were some excellent individual swims from Jamie Richards (9), Thomas Davidge (10), Charlie Samouelle (10), Frankie Arrowsmith (10), Lucy Goode (11), Jessica Lelliott (11), Alex Jones (11), James Mules (11), Starr Sams (12) and Hope Stanger (12), who all achieved 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in their events.
The best of the relays came from the boy’s 10yr medley team, from: Thomas Davidge, Dominic Morris, Charlie Samouelle, and Richard Plummer who finished 3rd. 

The 11yr old boy’s freestyle relay also came 3rd, from: James Mules, Richard Plummer, Alex Jones and Charlie Samouelle. The 12yr old girls medley relay team were not to be outdone and also finished 3rd, from: Rebekah Dashwood, Lucy Goode, Starr Sams and Hope Stanger. The drama and challenges of further team changes continued with Kirsty Holmes (9) becoming unwell during the gala and Starr Sams (12), sustaining an injury during the gala. Emma Bishop (9) stepped up to the mark and covered for Kirsty in the 25m Breaststroke and Butterfly individuals. Sophie Wallis later covered Kirsty as the 9yr old in the Cannon event. Leanne Holmes (11) filled Starr’s place in the 12yr freestyle relay assisting them to 4th position.
Our more junior swimmers: Sam Allen, Kane Law-Smith, Ella Day and Emma Perkins also produced creditable performances as well as contributing to the relay teams in their age groups. The following swimmers between them also achieved 25 personal best times: Sam Allen, Frankie Arrowsmith, Emma Bishop, Ella Day, Lucy Goode, Leanne Holmes, Alex Jones, Kane Law-Smith, Charlotte Longshaw, James Mules, Emma Perkins, Richard Plummer, Jamie Richards, Ciaran Richards, Charlie Samouelle, Hope Stanger and Sophie Wallis

The final points positions were: Southwold 1st 246, Soundwell 2nd 216, Trowbridge 3rd 207, Tornadoes 4th 148, Yeovil 5th 104, and Melksham 6th 91pts.

Team Manager, Trudy Goode said, “The Southern Junior League Team has been more successful overall than last year, both with individual achievements and with relay team performances across all age groups. The team has worked hard in training since February, and the results speak for themselves. Credit for that not only goes to the swimmers but also to the Coach Staff for Southern Junior League”. Alison Holmes Junior Team Coach added her “thanks to the support team of poolside coaches, officials and chaperones: Pete Goode, Paul Dashwood, Nigel Holmes, Julie Samouelle, Andy Mules and Colin Stanger who all gave support and encouragement to the swimmers throughout the campaign.” Alison further said, “The way that the team has developed and the maturity that the swimmers have demonstrated when faced with sudden change in the team plans is truly commendable. They are a credit to themselves and to the Tornadoes of South Dorset Swimming Club. We look forward to building on our successes in new session in our newly reformed squad structure within the club”. The Junior Team are sponsored by Dunnings Automatics Ltd, Granby Industrial Estate. 
Anyone interested in joining Tornadoes should contact Sharon Howe, Club Secretary on Tel: 01305 814105. 
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